
“The kingdom of heaven will be like ten
bridesmaids who took their lamps and
went out to meet the groom. Five of them
were foolish; when taking their lamps,
brought no oil with them. The other five
were wise and brought flasks of oil with
their lamps.

The groom was long delayed, so all the
bridesmaids grew drowsy and fell asleep.
At midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the
groom! Come out to meet him!’

Hearing this, all the bridesmaids got up
and serviced their lamps. The foolish ones
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise
ones replied, 'No, for there may not be
enough for us and you. Go instead to the
merchants and buy some for yourselves.’

While the foolish bridesmaids went off to
buy it, the groom came out, and those
who were ready went into the wedding
feast with him and locked the door.

Afterwards, the foolish bridesmaids
returned and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the
door for us!’ But he replied, ‘Amen, I say
to you, I do not know you.’

Therefore, stay awake and watch, for you
know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of Man cometh.”

Jesus is the groom, and we are the bridesmaids that he comes to
take home. The wise bridesmaids represent those of us who are true
believers in Christ, taking extra oil so that we are always prepared
for when he might appear. The foolish are those of us who aren’t
prepared for Christ. We end up rushing when he appears, looking for
oil, and we’re not ready to get in when the doors are open. When
they close, we’re too late.

The lamp and oil represent our faith. All of us, wise or foolish, have
ours lamps with us. But do we all have the oil to keep the lamps lit?
Or are we unprepared to keep our lamps serviced for the coming of
the groom – of Christ? The oil is obtainable. We must all ensure we
are in constant possession of it so that when the groom comes, and
the doors are open: we’re ready to get in.

Stay Awake!
Sunday 8th November 2020
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THE MESSAGE FROM TODAY'S GOSPEL

For you know neither the day nor the hour when the Lord cometh.

~ Matthew 25:13

~ Father Brian.
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"Jesus deliberately refuses to give the disciples the sign they have
asked for. The timing of the Coming of Christ in all glory and the

final judgement cannot be calculated and foreseen.
Readiness for those climactic events can be achieved only by

living all the time in such a way that their unannounced arrival
need not be a disaster but rather a time of praise and reward for

a life well lived and opportunities well taken."

Pray

FOR OUR PARISHIONERS

Anna Taefau (Mother of Ulea Pene),
Anefe Bourke (Ane), Richard Stewart,
Matt Rogers, Cath Kraan (Mother of

Daniel Newman), Bernard
McFarland, Millie Small, Niueni
To'omalatai Koteka (Sister of
Utumalafata Simaima Mary

To'omalatai Wilson)

RECENTLY DECEASED

Bill Bayden-Brown, Ponifasio
Ponifasio, Semeli Tuiatua, Nestor

Algarico (Washington USA), Teofilo
Iakopo, Lagi Vaike, Alan Taylor,

Tahaafe Emilio, Peī Isa'ako Baice,
Tuioti Fu'a Baice Pauline Maxwell,

Valda, Rosie, Fotulafai Siliva
Chungsum, Joan Dickens, Stephanie
Hilliar, Maureen Foster, Barry Fraei,

Kamalijit Dsor, Nurani Khan, Pat
Fitzpatrick, Rosalynn Clark, Henry

O'Neil, David Ifopo, Fancis Gallego,
Olivia del Valle, Su'a Pese, Peter

Dickens, Marie Dephoff, Alice
McElhinney, Kevin Nelson, Nadia
Kourkgy, Naomi Daculan, Jean
Lepper, Amelia Kaihea, Janette
Vinall, George Koteka, Steve

Meredith, Frances Te Amo, Uera
Redfern, Molly Winkley, John Bland,
Chanele, Broughton, Ron Scholten,

Stella Sequeira, Lily Fernandes, John
Coombe, Philip Coombe, Brian &
Nadene Fahey, Luis Cabral, Raj

Kaur, Claudia Medeiros

THE SICK

SUNDAY READINGS - YEAR A

33rd Sunday Ordinary Time
15th November 2020

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

32nd Sunday Ordinary Time
8th November 2020

Wisdom 6:12-16
Psalms 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 or 4:13-14
Matthew 25:1-13

Our Miracle plant
It was watered all the way
through the hot autumn
during the first lockdown
and through winter – but
showed no signs of growth.
Thought dead, it was ready
to be discarded.

But two weeks ago, a
miracle occurred: fronds had
begun to sprout! Life was
well and truly present in the
plant, despite it having been
put through the ordeal of
having all of its leaves
hacked away.

Isn’t this a good story and
image for St Anne’s Parish?

This plant, which resides in the Parish courtyard, had all its leaves
removed for Ash Wednesday. Every frond was chopped away.

~ Father Brian.

St Anne’s held a huge day for First Holy Communion last week. Once
again, gratitude goes out to the parents for their organisation & leadership
– parents are the first educators of their children in Faith. Thank you to the
team leaders for all their efforts in preparation and bringing the event and
people together on the night, and to the Liturgy committee for their help &
support.

first holy communion

Further gratitude goes out to the team at TipTop for providing delicious
ice creams for the receivers of the Sacrament – sorry parents for the ice
cream spilt on their beautiful clothes! Thinking back to the Gospel, an
example of not being well prepared is the many people who arrived who
were unable to get a seat. This is a learning opportunity for us to be
hospitable and thoughtful, anticipating the people who may be attending
Parish events so that all feel welcomed.

~ R. T. France



Greetings

Last week we introduced you to our St
Anne’s Parish grounds and housekeeping

team… This week, meet the Parish
Pastoral Council!

Phone: 09 266 5826
stannes@manurewacatholica.org.nz

manurewacatholic.org.nz
St. Anne's Catholic Church Manurewa

@stannesparishmanurewa

PARISH OFFICE CONTACT INFO

FROM OUR PARISH TEAM
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AJ scorringe
Chairperson

rose lamont

sharon collins

Kamila Sang Yum

Lafaele Baice

Susana Nofoakifolau

Iuni Terry

Iulieta Leafa

We are entering into a very intense and focused project for our
parish. We will have one Sunday information day where we will
present more information and have this information available to the
parish. The real call is will you support us - will you be willing to
come with us on this project?

While 120 people was a good turnout, this can only be done when
we have 2000 people joining us. There are 2000 people coming
here on Sundays. Is there the will to work together and join us in
fundraising? Using your gifts of building, project management,
accounting; your time and talents, for the future of our community
here in Auckland.

I believe we can do this; I just ask: will you be willing to work
together for this huge task placed upon us?

St Anne's Rebuild

““Lord, what do you want me to do?” he asked. “Show me
what you want me to do with my life.” And the Lord

answered! A voice as clear as the day responded: “Francis,
go and rebuild my church which, as you see,

is falling down.”

Or do you know someone who is interested
in our Catholic Faith? RCIA is for you.
Contact Therese Lautua - 021 2636812

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?

On Tuesday night 120 people came to a Parish meeting concerning
the Parish and the question of Rebuild or Repair. Information was
given to those present about our buildings, and the desire to rebuild
was the opinion of most people present.

This is in line with the Pastoral Council's decision, the finance
committee, and it is my considered choice. I have written to Bishop
Pat asking him to confirm this intention for our parish.
Although a rebuild will cost more upfront, the long-term benefit is
much greater than if we choose the repair way, as the building won’t
present the problems we have now.

The building material that is chosen will be a permanent material
and the design will be watertight. We have agreed to do minor
repairs to keep the church functioning, but we are noticing
numerous new issues all around the four buildings and the
deteriorating condition of the Marae and the Fale.

https://manurewacatholic.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stannesparishmanurewa/
https://www.instagram.com/stannesparishmanurewa/?hl=en


OPEN DAY: Gianna’s Choice Pregnancy Options
And Support. All are invited to visit our pregnancy centre at
2pm on Saturday 14th November, John Paul II Centre, 569
Richardson Rd, Mt Roskill. We are keen for more people to
join us in assisting expectant mothers. Those who would be
interested could be those with a desire to serve others;
experienced mothers or women with a health or helping
background plus a solid pro-life commitment in the context
of Catholic morality. The opportunities are varied.
Volunteers are needed on an on-call. and regular basis. All
are welcome. Any enquiries please call 021 231 7954.

Chapel Curtain Upgrade
The new curtains in the Chapel look great in that
environment – thank you!

Saturday - 5.30pm
Sunday - 8.00am, 10.00am, 7.00pm

MASS TIMES

Is held on the 1st and 2nd Sunday of every month at
5.30pm in the Lounge.

BAPTISM PREPARATION

If you would like your child enrolled at St Anne's Catholic
School, please make an appointment by phoning the Parish

Office. Phone: 09 266 5826.

SCHOOL ENROLMENTS
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ALTAR SERVER, COMMENTATOR, LECTOR AND SPECIAL MINISTER ROSTER

Parish database update & call for volunteers
We're updating our Parish roll! This means you'll be getting
an email or a call (or both) within the next few months and
we'll ask you for some details. Please bear with us as we
migrate to our new database software system - this process
is a lengthy one, but once completed, communication
throughout the Parish will be much easier and more efficient.
We're also calling for volunteers who might like to assist in
this task: making phone calls to Parishioners and/or doing
data entry. If this sounds like you, please contact the parish
office on 09 266 5826.

Parish rosters
Please pick up the new round of rosters from the folders in
the atrium. Any queries regarding the rosters please contact
Philip Cortesi, pjcortesi@hotmail.com, or
diana.hekebaice@gmail.com. If you have changed your
phone number we need to hear from you please.

PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING 2020 for women in prison
The Sisters of Mercy Wiri are inviting parishioners to donate
a gold coin to go towards the gift given out at the women's
prison in Wiri. They aim to provide 450 items of the same
commodity. For that reason, they cannot accept donations
other than a monetary one, as what is given is very
restricted. If you require further information please contact
Sr Margaret Martin, 09 2636464 (home) 0273 111 696
(mobile), or email margaret@sistersofmercywiri.org.nz.

CATHOLIC READING AND NEWS for Sale
The Marist Messenger magazine ($6.00) and the NZ
Catholic paper ($4.00) are available for purchase from the
Parish Office.

Choir practice next week
St Anne's choir will be practicing again next Thursday
November 12th at 7pm for the 10am mass on Sunday
November 15th. All welcome! Any queries contact Daniella
Rudolph, 027 230 0945.

Notices

Grace is an Alumni of St Anne's Catholic Primary School, a
past Parish Council member & altar server, and a current

overhead operator and Special Minister of Holy Communion
here at St Anne's Church. We welcome Kenny into our

Parish and wish them both a long and happy marriage.

Congrats also to Melenaite on her 21st Birthday.

TO GRACE AND
KENNY LIM,

MARRIED AT ST
ANNE'S CHURCH ON

NOVEMBER 7TH.
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