
Nga Mihi Nui,
Fr Tony O’Connor SM. 

Parish Priest.
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Gaudete Sunday (Rejoice) in Advent, like Laetare Sunday (Rejoice) in Lent, both in pink vestments (love after
hate, joy after sorrow, and fullness after hunger). Both days are like a day off in the two strict penitential
seasons. Advent used to start in early November, and penitential practice was far more rigorous, unlike
today, when some people don’t even start to practise it because they are so busy.
But the readings and the Gospel give us reason for joy 

Imprisoned in the fortress of Machaerus, John the Baptist longs for the arrival of God's terrible judgment
that will root out the sin of the people. He is a pretty tough Old Testament rooster. He asks Jesus:

“Are you the one who is to come?

Is Jesus going to powerfully and violently bring the people into order? Or will someone else be coming later
on?
Jesus simply says :

 Tell John “what you are seeing and hearing.” 
What do the people see?
They see Jesus healing and liberating, not judging or condemning, devoted to those who suffer, freeing
them from what prevents them from living a healthy, dignified, and joyful life. 

That’s the sort of messiah he is. 

What do the people hear?
They hear a message of hope, the good news of God to the poor, addressed to impoverished peasants,
victims of all kinds of abuse and injustice. 

That’s the sort of messiah He is  

Now us?
If someone asks if we are followers of the Messiah, what works can we show? 

First, we must be a healing community: a little closer to those who suffer, attentive to the sick who are alone
and neglected, welcoming to those who need to be heard and comforted, present in people's misfortunes.

Second, our backs should not be turned on the poor: rather, learning their problems, attending to their needs,
defending their rights, not leaving them helpless. The poor are the first ones who must hear and feel the
Good News of God.

Our community is not only a place of Eucharistic liturgies and of adoration, but a source of healthier life, a
place of welcome, and a home for those who need one.

This requires repentance for our failures and metanoia, a change of heart within ourselves and our families
and communities.

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight,

the lame walk,
Lepers are cleansed,

the deaf hear,
the dead are raised,

and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”

GAUDATE SUNDAY
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THE JOYFUL NEWS IS TO BE CLOSER TO THOSE WHO SUFFER 

THE BLIND SEE,  THE LAME WALK
THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR,

THE DEAD ARE RAISED, TO THE POOR THE
GOSPEL IS PREACHED
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PrayPARISHIONERSFOR OUR

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season.
May we stay aware of the joy you bring into our lives. We want
to find you in the everyday moments and come with hearts of
gratitude to your manger on Christmas. Amen. We bless this
third Advent Candle in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit.

By default, the seniors won the creative dancing competition because the
Legion didn’t present their video!

Wednesday 24  Decemberth

5pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass
8pm Christmas Vigil Mass

Thursday 25  Decemberth

8am Christmas Mass
10am Christmas Mass

2025 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

We are pooling in with St Vincent de Paul “Feed a Whanau”
this Christmas. We are providing special envelopes for cash

contributions. The envelopes will pass through the parish
system for your receipts as well. 

ACCOUNT NAME: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA 
ONLINE ACC#: 02-0108-0707622-000 REF: FEED A WHANAU.

FEED A WHANAU

Mangere East, Wednesday 17th Dec, 7pm
Clover Park, Thursday, 18th December 7pm 
Papatoetoe, Friday 19th December, 7pm 

In Our Parish/
I roto i to tatou Pārihe

Birthday Blessings/ Manaakitanga
Huritau

Pelesia Emelio, Terissa Loto, Jasper
Meleisea, Ronnie Deliva, Miss Willow-

Rose Andrew, Arrabella Tele, Daisy
Frago, George Kako, Lorna Mae

Esplaguera, Diane Pilimai, Moerau
Tangatakere-Tobia, Magdala Faafoi,

Carolyn Ah Ching, Minina Bell,
So'onafai Taulanga, Sebasitiano

Baleisuva, Sau Vai Faleaupu, Valda
Nicklin-Lagendijk, Sione Fatongiatau,

Taaremon Tiaeki, Paulo Arona,
Richard Brown, Elijah Ford, Rosie

Ovalau Bureta, Inosia Neueli, Brian
Rodricks, Blake Toafa, Ms Malia-

Etevihe Fualalo, Jaqueline Candida
da Silva, Armando Martin Jadrin,

Marc Fariu, Trevor Longley, Jefferson
Williams, Sione Finau, Aubrey Mina,
Jefferson Williams, Sheryl Tuiafitu

Phuong Lan, Su'a Pese, Elham
Kemp, Anne Wallbank, Anne

Stickney, Punipuao Su'a, Anarosa
Tofaeono, Gloria Williams, Lorraine

Va'a, Lourdes Collins, Pauline
Arthur, Helmut Rudolph, Mirjana

Dorotich, Uaia Siketi, Kirita Ah Loe,
Jan Sherman, Valda Nicklin, Sesilia
Latu, Eseneiaso Moefaauo, Darryl

Kemp, Neil McCarthy, Ginger
Manavaofa, Lafaele Baice, Audrey
McKay, Josephine Bose, Te Amo

Herewini, Mikaele Pritchard

The Sick/Ngā Turoro

Recently Deceased/Ngā Mate
Simon Hales, Jane & Tony

Thornton, Patrick Kamsoo, Patricia
Moverley, Semisi Kalu & 

Sofia Viatliano

December/Tihema
19: 11am Elmwood Mass
23: Last Day for the Parish Office
24: Christmas Eve, 5pm Family
Mass, & 8pm Christmas Vigil Mass
25: Christmas Day, 8am Christmas
Mass & 10am Christmas Mass
26: Boxing Day
31: New Year’s Eve

January/Hānuere
1: New Year’s Day
20: Parish Office Opens
25: 11:30am Maori Miha
26: Auckland Anniversary Day
30: 6:30pm Friday Adoration

CHRISTMAS TOYS FOR KIDS MONTE CECILIA TRUST
This weekend will be
the big push before
all will be collected

next week. Later
though we will still

receive.

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION - SOUTH AUCKLAND



Knitting Group
1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday of every

month
10am-12pm, Church Lounge

Contact Dianne - 021 152 4310

WEDNESDAY
Divine Mercy

Every Wednesday
6pm-8pm in the Chapel

Contact: Pesi Tuala - 027 256 1955,
bessietuala@hotmail.com

TUESDAY
Legion of Mary Senior Meeting

Every Tuesday
6:30-8pm in the Church Lounge
Contact: Sesilia - 021 117 6334

Legion of Mary Young Adults
Meeting

Every Sunday
6:30pm-8pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Malia Faafoi - 02102820142

Friday Adoration
Every Friday

6:30pm in the Chapel
Contact: Lata, 0210 817 1178 

MONDAY
Temples of the Holy Spirit Prayer

Group
7pm every Monday

In the Church Lounge
Contact: Serena - 269 6353 or

02040880300 

Indoor Bowls
Every Wednesday 

7:30pm in the Church Hall
Contact: Bev - 267 2026

RETURNING 2026

SUNDAY
Samoan Sunday School

Every Sunday 
8:30am-9:30am in the Church Hall
Contact: Iuni Terry - 0272431887,

Iuni.Terry@jarussell.co.nz
RETURNING MARCH

2026

Tongan Sunday School (ECL)
Every Sunday

11am in the Church Hall
Contact: Kaifa Fatongiatau -

0211756198,
kaifafatongiatau12@gmail.com

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY BAPTISED
RANGITAHI/YOUNG PEOPLE

May your life be filled with the joy, love and endless blessings
that come from God. We pray that you continue to grow in

grace & love.
Leimaina Hetutu, Charlie Goldfinch, Ralph Tenorio, Thomas Poe

Jonathan Ngaiorae, Talis Amato, Hudson & Fletcher Stent, Artheus
Blaze Pacuan, Anivamalama Leilua Tinai & Pualani Tino Su’a

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

If you can, bring a small gift for the Child
Jesus,  and we will pass on to your children

of Monte Cecilia.

Friday Holy Hour suspended 26  December
2025 and January, and begins Friday 30

January 2026

th

th

You are invited to a Christmas Adoration welcoming the newborn
Jesus at Midnight. 

Date/Time: 24  December at 11pm - 12:30amth

If you would like to lead a song/prayer, contact 021081717. 

A big thank you to the people of St Anne’s parish.
With your generous support, the total donated was $4,110.50. A

wonderful response. 
Cash donations were $2,900.50, and online donations were $1,210.00.
Awesome thanks to this collective action from our Parish. A big thank
you to Gavin, who helped to set up the parish hall for this activity, and
the eight Year 7 students from St Anne’s school who assembled the

450 gift packs on Tuesday 10 December. Everyone did a fantastic job.
The gifts were collected by two Wiri prison staff at 10.30am. New

World Papatoetoe supported our outreach and provided the shampoo
at discount prices. The total cost of the shampoo and comb set with
Christmas bags was $4,390.00. Sisters of Mercy Wiri Trust made up

the shortfall.
With joyful gratitude from Sister Margaret Martin and the members of

the St Anne’s Climate and Social Action Group. 

CHRISTMAS HOLY HOUR

ST ANNE’S REGULAR EVENTS 

Christian Meditation Group
Every Tuesday

6pm-7pm in the Church Chapel
Contact: Grace Switzer -

027 250 7206

FRIDAY
Legion of Mary Junior Meeting

Every Friday
5pm-6pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Sally Roberts -
027 406 1724 

PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING 2025 FOR WOMEN IN
PRISON 



Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-004

Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name

Code: Rebuild

S A F E G U A R D I N G / T I K A N G A  H A U M A R U

CULTURAL GROUP REPRESENTATIVES
Fijian - Chermayne Raega, 021 167 9230
Filipino - Cesar Cozo 027 444 4695
Māori - Eddie Hita, 027 279 9556
Samoan - Tuala Sefo Tevaga, 0211062174
Tokelauan - Matt Ineleo, 022 326 6139,
ineleom@gmail.com
Tongan - 'Etuate Manu, 021 183 2334,
etuate.manu@hotmail.co.nz

St. Anne's Catholic Church Manurewa09 266 5826 @stannesparishmanurewa manurewacatholic.org.nz

SAMOAN MASS 12PM -
3RD SUNDAY OF ODD

MONTHS
RETURNING 2026

TONGAN MASS 12PM -
2ND SUNDAY OF ODD

MONTHS
RETURNING 2026

‘Every person has a value
and dignity from his/her
creation in the image and

likeness of God’.

ANOINTING OF THE
SICK - 

Midday Mass every 3rd
Tuesday RETURNING 2026

COMPLAINTS AND
CONCERNS:

(Strictly Confidential) For any feedback, complaints
and concerns. Your first point of contact for this
Parish is Tina Pakipaki:
opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com

BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY. WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY
TO ENSURE.

REBUILD
BANK
ACCOUNT

October - $38, 630.58
PREVIOUS OFFERINGS

November - $36, 860.17

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
BANK ACCOUNT:

Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-000
Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: Offering

A L T A R  S E R V E R ,  C O M M E N T A T O R ,  L E C T O R  A N D  S P E C I A L  M I N I S T E R  R O S T E R

Y E A R  A  R E A D I N G S

Isaiah 7:10-14 | Psalm 24:1-6
Romans 1:1-7 | Matthew 1:18-24

Fourth Sunday of Advent
21st December 

R:  Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7
For Catholic parents who want to

baptise their children. 
You must attend one
class before booking

the ceremony.
To register please

scan QR code or via
link

The next round is Thursday 7  May
2026 

th

6 WEEK PROGRAMME

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY
COMMUNION AND

CONFIRMATION
FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS

For 2026
registrations please
scan the QR code or

via link

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

AND COMING HOME
For expressions of interest please

scan the QR code or via link
Last session of 2025 on

Friday 12 December,
and returning to Friday

sessions from 9
January 2026.

To register please
scan the QR code on

the right or via the
link

INFANT/CHILD BAPTISMMARRIAGE PREPARATION

Fr. Carl Telford SM
ctelfordsm@actrix.co.nz

Fr Kevin Murphy SM
kevin.murphy@logos.org.nz 

Fr Tony O'Connor SM 
Parish Priest 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com
021 981 420

Fr. Peter McDermott SM
pmcdermott43@gmail.com

PARISH CONTACTS

Private Houses - Coordinator Amy
Verissimo, 029 264 2102,
stannes.sick@gmail.com
Rest Homes - Coordinator Joseph Tucker,
021 037 0363, stannes.circ@gmail.com

COMMUNION TO THE SICK COMMITTEES, GROUPS &
MANAGEMENT

Altar Servers - Andrew Malele,
021 023 90935
altarserve.stannes@gmail.com 
Finance -  Lorna Gayatin, 09 266 5826
Health and Safety - Sally Roberts, 
027 406 1724, hns.stannes@gmail.com
Liturgy - Tala Tafu, 021 051 0243
Music - Rose Lamont, 027 584 5548,
rosemarielamo@gmail.com
Pastoral Committee - Matthew Norman,
pastoralcommittee.stannes@gmail.com
St Anne's Climate and Social Action Group
– Sr Margaret Martin, 09 2636464,
margaret@sistersofmercywiri.org.nz
St Vincent de Paul Shop - 4 Station Road,
Manurewa (09) 267 4581

SATURDAY
5:30pm Vigil Mass

SUNDAY
8am Mass

10am Mass 
5pm Mass

MONDAY

TUESDAY 
12:05pm Liturgy

12:05pm Mass
WED-THURS

7am Mass
12:05pm Mass

FRIDAY
9am Mass

SATURDAY
8am Mass

OCCASIONAL MASSES
MAORI MASS 11:30AM -
4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY

MONTH

MASS SCHEDULE

“May we prepare our hearts and homes
for the coming of the Savior with love

and humility.” — St. Benedict

RECONCILIATION TIMES
Saturdays after 8am
Mass and 4pm-5pm

Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 | Psalm 146:6-10
James 5:7-10 | Matthew 11:2-11

Third Sunday of Advent
14th December 

R:  Lord, come and save us.
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