
Nga Mihi Nui,
Fr Tony O’Connor SM. 

Parish Priest.
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(The other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the
angel and the shepherds, are found in the Gospel of Luke).

There are difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. Joseph and Mary faced
situations that tell us much about their faith in God.

Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as an
engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in
fact, the first part of the marriage contract. Breaking the contract was considered adultery.

Mary is found to be pregnant. Joseph knows he is not the dad. If adultery is proven, the
punishment could well be death for Mary.

Joseph has rights under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the
marriage contract, so as to protect Mary.

Then God intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about the
child and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus,
which in Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfilment of the prophecy heard in
today's first reading from Isaiah: 

“. . . The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us].”
Joseph does as the Angel directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts Jesus as his
own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both models for us of
what it means to be faithful servants of God.

Sometimes we forget about Joseph’s Annunciation that we hear about in the Gospel today .
The Angel appeared to Mary but the Angel appeared also to Joseph in a dream. 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW TELLS THE STORY OF THE BIRTH
OF JESUS FROM JOSEPH'S PERSPECTIVE
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“Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine
in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we marvel
at your great love for us. Let your love transform
every aspect of our lives and touch everyone we
encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus.
Amen.” We bless this fourth Advent Candle in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit .

The parish office will be closed from 3pm Tuesday 23rd December
2025. 
If you have any queries please email the addresses below: 

Account queries/Bookings/Preference Forms:
frontdesk.stannes@gmail.com
Baptisms: baptism.stannes@gmail.com
Communications/events: communications.stannes@gmail.com
Becoming Catholic or Welcome Home: rcia.stannes@gmail.com
For any urgent enquiries, please mark your email URGENT and send to
opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com 
The office opens again at 9am, Tuesday 20th January 2026.

Wednesday 24  Decemberth

5pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass
8pm Christmas Vigil Mass

Thursday 25  Decemberth

8am Christmas Mass
10am Christmas Mass

2025 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

CHRISTMAS HOLY HOUR

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

In Our Parish/
I roto i to tatou Pārihe

Birthday Blessings/
Manaakitanga Huritau

Shaundey Makatakimi, Sulia Finau,
Juliet Enosi, Laupanana Tominiko,

Issyn-Marie Ioane, Jonathan
Masoe, Peter Dickens, Christina
Mitai, Ian Ah Ching, Ieli Leilua,

Kenzo Tuaoi, James Campbell,
Max Harvey, Eva Morente, Che-

Fredrick Nerong, Paulo Luki, Anna
Rose Suresca, Pualeo Junior

Andrew, Ezekiel Pul-oc, Florence
Christine Heyrosa, Christopher

Kolio, Alan Johnson, Amber Dena,
Sam Jr Paselio, Anastacia

Peñaroya, Caroline Latu, Chiara
Semple, Teebwi Biriauea, Noah
Tele, Ammaron Brown, Loibert

Dayao, Lyra Flavell Hartley

Phuong Lan, Su'a Pese, Elham
Kemp, Anne Wallbank, Anne

Stickney, Punipuao Su'a, Anarosa
Tofaeono, Gloria Williams, Lorraine

Va'a, Lourdes Collins, Pauline
Arthur, Helmut Rudolph, Mirjana

Dorotich, Kirita Ah Loe, Valda
Nicklin, Sesilia Latu, Eseneiaso

Moefaauo, Darryl Kemp, Neil
McCarthy, Ginger Manavaofa,
Lafaele Baice, Audrey McKay,

Josephine Bose, Te Amo Herewini,
Mikaele Pritchard

The Sick/Ngā Turoro

Recently Deceased/Ngā Mate
Patrick Kamsoo, Patricia Moverley,

Semisi Kalu, Sofia Viatliano & 
Uaia Siketi

December/Tihema
23: Last Day for the Parish Office
24: Christmas Eve, 5pm Family
Mass, & 8pm Christmas Vigil Mass
& 11pm Christmas Holy Hour
25: Christmas Day, 8am Christmas
Mass & 10am Christmas Mass
26: Boxing Day
31: New Year’s Eve

January/Hānuere
1: New Year’s Day
20: 9am Parish Office Opens
25: 11:30am Maori Miha
26: Auckland Anniversary Day
30: 6:30pm Friday Adoration

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE

You are invited to a Christmas Adoration
welcoming the newborn Jesus at Midnight. 
Date/Time: 24  December at 11pm -
12:30am

th

If you would like to lead a song/prayer,
contact 021081717. If you can, bring a
small gift for the Child Jesus, and we will
pass on to your children of Monte Cecilia.

The last Holy Hour for the year will be the Christmas Holy Hour at 11pm,
and begins Friday 30  January 2026th

LAST SALE OF CANS
The Sanele family took two bales of cans and
some other bags and netted $469.95. Thank
you everyone, for drinking out of cans!!! Very
grateful to the Sanele family who crush the
cans and pack them up for market day.



Knitting Group
1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday of every

month
10am-12pm, Church Lounge

Contact Dianne - 021 152 4310

WEDNESDAY
Divine Mercy

Every Wednesday
6pm-8pm in the Chapel

Contact: Pesi Tuala - 027 256 1955,
bessietuala@hotmail.com

TUESDAY
Legion of Mary Senior Meeting

Every Tuesday
6:30-8pm in the Church Lounge
Contact: Sesilia - 021 117 6334

Legion of Mary Young Adults
Meeting

Every Sunday
6:30pm-8pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Malia Faafoi - 02102820142

Friday Adoration
Every Friday

6:30pm in the Chapel
Contact: Lata, 0210 817 1178 

MONDAY
Temples of the Holy Spirit Prayer

Group
7pm every Monday

In the Church Lounge
Contact: Serena - 269 6353 or

02040880300 

Indoor Bowls
Every Wednesday 

7:30pm in the Church Hall
Contact: Bev - 267 2026

RETURNING 2026

SUNDAY
Samoan Sunday School

Every Sunday 
8:30am-9:30am in the Church Hall
Contact: Iuni Terry - 0272431887,

Iuni.Terry@jarussell.co.nz
RETURNING MARCH

2026

Tongan Sunday School (ECL)
Every Sunday

11am in the Church Hall
Contact: Kaifa Fatongiatau -

0211756198,
kaifafatongiatau12@gmail.com

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

ST ANNE’S REGULAR EVENTS 

Christian Meditation Group
Every Tuesday

6pm-7pm in the Church Chapel
Contact: Grace Switzer -

027 250 7206

FRIDAY
Legion of Mary Junior Meeting

Every Friday
5pm-6pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Sally Roberts -
027 406 1724 

OUR THANKS TO THE LADIES OF THE TONGAN COMMUNITY
FOR ASSEMBLING THE CHRISTMAS CRIB IN THE ATRIUM

MĀLŌ ‘AUPITO

TOY AND CANDY MOUNTAIN FOR THE MONTE CECILIA
TRUST AND THEIR MANY KIDS. THANK YOU EVERYONE

YOU ARE AWESOME

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY BAPTISED
RANGITAHI/YOUNG PEOPLE

May your life be filled with the joy, love and endless blessings that
come from God. We pray that you continue to grow in grace & love.

Ian Gabriel Peñaroya, Avyanna Lumbao, Blake Lisipeki, 
Caydence Mendonca, Kome Junior Taanoa, Emily Mae Harland, 

Azariah Josephine Ikenasio, Carter & James Johnson, Marc O’Brien, 
Jacob Aukuso & Jayrhean Frago.

A special thanks to our amazing volunteers in the floral
ministry. Your time and dedication have made our space more
beautiful year after year. If you are interested in looking after
the flower arrangements, please contact the Parish Office on
(09) 266 5826. A small allowance is given.

FLOWER ROSTER

FEED A WHANAU
Before Christmas, we take this
opportunity to inform you of our
collective support of St Vincent De Paul
Feed Whanau project this Christmas and
January. Envelopes are in the Atrium. 
We enclosed a breakdown of where the various monies that make up the
total came from. Taking into account how difficult this past year has been
for us all. The result of Feed a Whanau from St Anne’s has been really good.
Thank you.

ACCOUNT NAME: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA 
ONLINE ACC#: 02-0108-0707622-000 REF: FEED A WHANAU



St. Anne's Catholic Church Manurewa09 266 5826 @stannesparishmanurewa manurewacatholic.org.nz

Fr. Carl Telford SM
ctelfordsm@actrix.co.nz

Fr Kevin Murphy SM
kevin.murphy@logos.org.nz 

Fr Tony O'Connor SM 
Parish Priest 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com
021 981 420

Fr. Peter McDermott SM
pmcdermott43@gmail.com

Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-004

Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name

Code: Rebuild

‘Every person has a value
and dignity from his/her
creation in the image and

likeness of God’.

S A F E G U A R D I N G / T I K A N G A  H A U M A R U

COMPLAINTS AND
CONCERNS:

(Strictly Confidential) For any feedback, complaints
and concerns. Your first point of contact for this
Parish is Tina Pakipaki:
opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com

BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY. WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY
TO ENSURE.

REBUILD
BANK
ACCOUNT

October - $38, 630.58
PREVIOUS OFFERINGS

November - $36, 860.17

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
BANK ACCOUNT:

Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-000
Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: Offering

A L T A R  S E R V E R ,  C O M M E N T A T O R ,  L E C T O R  A N D  S P E C I A L  M I N I S T E R  R O S T E R

Y E A R  A  R E A D I N G S
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 | Psalm 128:1-5

Colossians 3:12-21 | Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Feast of the Holy Family
28th December 

R:  Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Isaiah 7:10-14 | Psalm 24:1-6
Romans 1:1-7 | Matthew 1:18-24

Fourth Sunday of Advent
21st December 

R:  Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7
For Catholic parents who want to

baptise their children. 
You must attend one
class before booking

the ceremony.
To register please

scan QR code or via
link

The next round is Thursday 7  May
2026 

th

6 WEEK PROGRAMME

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY
COMMUNION AND

CONFIRMATION
FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS

For 2026
registrations please
scan the QR code or

via link

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

AND COMING HOME
For expressions of interest please

scan the QR code or via link

Returns
 9 January 2026.

To register please
scan the QR code on

the right or via the
link

INFANT/CHILD BAPTISMMARRIAGE PREPARATION

PARISH CONTACTS
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