
“Take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt”.
According to Matthew, Jesus' family has lived the tragic experience of refugees, just like
millions today. Jesus’ family is forced to flee their homeland to seek asylum in Egypt. With
the birth of Jesus, peace did not come, but rather threats, intrigues and hardships.

Herod wanted Jesus dead, so the Holy Family left their home (like millions of families today)
and sought refuge in Egypt outside Herod’s control.

The Flight into Egypt is a story in contrast to Luke’s beautiful and idyllic scene of Jesus' birth
amid songs of peace sung by choirs of angels in the middle of a wonderfully illuminated
night. 

What is Matthew trying to say?

The first thing is not to dream. The peace brought by the Messiah is not a gift from heaven.
God's saving action makes its way amid threats and uncertainties, far from power and
security. Those who work for a better world in the spirit of this Messiah will do so from the
weakness of the threatened, not from the security of the powerful.

Matthew does not call Jesus “King of the Jews” but “God-with-us.” We must recognise this
by sharing the fate of those who live in insecurity and fear, at the mercy of the powerful. One
thing is clear: there will only be peace when those who attack the innocent disappear.
Working for peace means fighting against abuse and injustice.

In this effort, often painful and uncertain, we must know that our life is sustained and guided
by the “invisible Presence” of God, whom we must seek in the darkness of faith. 

Thus, Joseph, amid nightmares and fears, seeks light and strength to defend Jesus and his
mother.

The cause of Jesus is defended and the prophecy fulfilled:
“They went and dwelt in a town called Nazareth,

so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled,
“He shall be called a Nazorean”.

Nga Mihi Nui,
Fr Tony O’Connor SM. 

Parish Priest.

ST. ANNE'S CATHOLIC PARISH
0 9  2 6 6  5 8 2 6  |  f r o n t d e s k . s t a n n e s @ g m a i l . c o m  |

1 2 6  R u s s e l l  R d ,  M a n u r e w a ,  A u c k l a n d  2 1 0 2

T E  P Ā R I H E  K A T O R I K A  O  H Ā T A  A N A

A HOLY FAMILY OF REFUGEES
S u n d a y  2 8 t h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 5  |  F e a s t  o f  t h e  H o l y  F a m i l y  -  Y e a r  A  |  I s s u e  # 5 2

mailto:frontdesk.stannes@gmail.com


ST ANNE'S 2025
CALENDAR/MARAMATAKA

PrayPARISHIONERSFOR OUR

The parish office will be closed from 3pm Tuesday 23rd
December 2025. 
If you have any queries please email the addresses below: 

Account queries/Bookings/Preference Forms:
frontdesk.stannes@gmail.com
Baptisms: baptism.stannes@gmail.com
Communications/events: communications.stannes@gmail.com
Becoming Catholic or Welcome Home: rcia.stannes@gmail.com
For any urgent enquiries, please mark your email URGENT and
send to opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com 
The office opens again at 9am, Tuesday 20th January 2026.

In Our Parish/
I roto i to tatou Pārihe

Birthday Blessings/ Manaakitanga
Huritau

Saimone Olie, Makeleta Ana Amato,
Iulia Simone, Bianca Leau, Victoria

Fue, Thomas Isais, Marcellus Seiuli-
Wulf, Monalisa Bougher, Jared
Tofaeono, Soane Nofo'akifolau,

Agnes Godinet, Ida-Marie Sherman,
Benjamin Williams, Chelzea Inclino,

Agnes Godinet, Salamasina Fagaitua,
Elisapeta Teofilo, Stuart Harvey,
Leimaina Hetutu, Misipele Loto,

Eneliko Faleaupu, Joannah Thomas,
Jeannah Thomas, Vaka Fatongiatau,
Amo Jr Papalii, Temarewe Lawrence,
Kevin Murphy, George Fala, Lorraine

Hernandez-Perry, Faamavaega
Aliifaalogo, Shanelle Taulu, Everest-
Alan Lui, Allen Tele, Loleini Veisinia
Uepi-Mataiti, Romee Saifiti, Anthony

Ford, Gloria Iosefo, Ruth Thoman,
Teresa Thoman, Hinemoa Tovia,

Layla May Joan Perry, Benjamin Filipo
Cameron, Roman Mua’au, Falestina
Kaiaruna, Margaret (Molly) Winkley,
Virgina La Madrid, Elaina Scorring,

Kevin Doyle, Jan Liz Lal, Vise Lafaele
Muliaga Tominiko, Paul Wulf, 

Marie Pham, George Enosi

Phuong Lan, Su'a Pese, Elham Kemp,
Anne Wallbank, Anne Stickney,

Punipuao Su'a, Anarosa Tofaeono,
Gloria Williams, Lorraine Va'a,

Lourdes Collins, Pauline Arthur,
Helmut Rudolph, Mirjana Dorotich,
Kirita Ah Loe, Valda Nicklin, Sesilia
Latu, Eseneiaso Moefaauo, Darryl

Kemp, Neil McCarthy, Ginger
Manavaofa, Lafaele Baice, Audrey
McKay, Josephine Bose, Te Amo

Herewini, Mikaele Pritchard

The Sick/Ngā Turoro

Recently Deceased/Ngā Mate
Patricia Moverley, Semisi Kalu, 

Sofia Viatliano, Uaia Siketi & 
Sr Makerita Leauai

January/Hānuere
1: New Year’s Day
20: Parish Office Opens
25: 11:30am Maori Miha
26: Auckland Anniversary Day
30: 6:30pm Friday Adoration

February/Pēpuere
6: Waitangi Day
17: Anointing of the Sick Mass
18: Ash Wednesday
20: 11am Elmwood Mass
22: 11:30am Maori Miha
27: 10am Acacia Cove Mass

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE

A LITTLE END OF THE YEAR MESSAGE TO YOU ALL
Dear Parishioners, 
We hope that your Christmas was family and God filled. We really
want to thank so many people for all the contributions made, both
the solidarity gifts and the other treasure, which is the time given
and spent by so many people to make this Advent and Christmas
so OTHER filled. I hope to write in early January a little resume of
all that has been achieved this year 2025 by us as a parish, and
also indicate to You what novelties we see perhaps happening
this coming Year. St Anne's is a truly PRAYER based community,
and we are becoming as well what goes with praying as a
community, the ACTION side, the REACHING out. - Fr Tony

A few days ago, we applied to the Caring Foundation for a grant
to help families with a food bag in January, which after
Christmas, can be a hungry time for kids and old people. For this
reason what with what we have in our little food bank, we want to
be ready for any eventuality. 

However, this time we want to ask people to be the go between
or let us know so we can reach out to families in need, as well as
connect them to agencies that will also be able to help. 

If you need assistance, don’t be embarrassed and let us know,
and if you are ok but know of people who are not ok, please help
us to connect.
My phone number is 021 981 420 or email pastor.stannes
2024@gmail.com
-Fr Tony

CARING FOUNDATION GRANT



Knitting Group
1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday of every

month
10am-12pm, Church Lounge

Contact Dianne - 021 152 4310

WEDNESDAY
Divine Mercy

Every Wednesday
6pm-8pm in the Chapel

Contact: Pesi Tuala - 027 256 1955,
bessietuala@hotmail.com

TUESDAY
Legion of Mary Senior Meeting

Every Tuesday
6:30-8pm in the Church Lounge
Contact: Sesilia - 021 117 6334

Legion of Mary Young Adults
Meeting

Every Sunday
6:30pm-8pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Malia Faafoi - 02102820142

Friday Adoration
Every Friday

6:30pm in the Chapel
Contact: Lata, 0210 817 1178 

MONDAY
Temples of the Holy Spirit Prayer

Group
7pm every Monday

In the Church Lounge
Contact: Serena - 269 6353 or

02040880300 

Indoor Bowls
Every Wednesday 

7:30pm in the Church Hall
Contact: Bev - 267 2026

RETURNING 2026

SUNDAY
Samoan Sunday School

Every Sunday 
8:30am-9:30am in the Church Hall
Contact: Iuni Terry - 0272431887,

Iuni.Terry@jarussell.co.nz
RETURNING MARCH

2026

Tongan Sunday School (ECL)
Every Sunday

11am in the Church Hall
Contact: Kaifa Fatongiatau -

0211756198,
kaifafatongiatau12@gmail.com

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

RETURNING FEBRUARY

2026

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

FRIDAY
Legion of Mary Junior Meeting

Every Friday
5pm-6pm in the Church Lounge 

Contact: Sally Roberts -
027 406 1724 

We take this opportunity to inform
you of our collective support of St
Vincent De Paul Feed Whanau
project this Christmas and January. 

Envelopes are available in the Atrium. 
We enclosed a breakdown of where the various monies that

make up the total came from. Taking into account how difficult
this past year has been for us all. The result of Feed a Whanau

from St Anne’s has been really good. Thank you.
ACCOUNT NAME: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA 

ONLINE ACC#: 02-0108-0707622-000 REF: FEED A WHANAU

THE OFFICE MIGHT BE CLOSED BUT FR TONY IS
STILL HERE!

RETURNING JANUARY

2026

ST ANNE’S REGULAR EVENTS 

Christian Meditation Group
Every Tuesday

6pm-7pm in the Church Chapel
Contact: Grace Switzer -

027 250 7206

FEED A WHANAU

Fr Anthony O’Connor SM
Parish Priest

021 981 420 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com
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St. Anne's Catholic Church Manurewa09 266 5826 @stannesparishmanurewa manurewacatholic.org.nz

J A N U A R Y  R O S T E R S

Y E A R  A  R E A D I N G S

Isaiah 60:1-6 | Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 | Matthew 2:1-12

The Epiphany of the Lord
4  Januaryth

R:   Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Fr. Carl Telford SM
ctelfordsm@actrix.co.nz

Fr Kevin Murphy SM
kevin.murphy@logos.org.nz 

Fr Tony O'Connor SM 
Parish Priest 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com
021 981 420

Fr. Peter McDermott SM
pmcdermott43@gmail.com

PARISH CONTACTS

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 | Psalm 128:1-5
Colossians 3:12-21 | Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Feast of the Holy Family
28th December 

R:  Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

https://www.facebook.com/stannesparishmanurewa/
https://www.instagram.com/stannesparishmanurewa/?hl=en
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