
Nga Mihi Nui,
Fr Tony O’Connor SM. 

Parish Priest.

Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan. Like all those people with him he
receives a “baptism of penance for the remission of sin”. Jesus of course has
no sin to be forgiven but like a good Jew he is fulfilling a practice of the Old
Testament from the Law of Moses and showing his unconditional compliance
with the will of God.  

But what happens next is extraordinary. Jesus comes up from the water, the
heavens open, the Spirit of God descends like a dove, and a voice from heaven
declares,
 "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased". 

Jesus begins his public ministry and begins to manifest himself as one who
fulfills the saving plans of God to bring all people and peoples to salvation.
Jesus moves on from the Baptist’s Teaching. We don’t await God's imminent
judgment, but are introduced to God the Father Himself who seeks to make
humanity a more just and fraternal family. 

Convinced of this, Jesus leaves the desert and goes to Galilee to live closely
with the problems and sufferings of the people. It is there, in the midst of life,
God must be felt as “something good”: a Father who draws everyone together
to seek a more humane life. This is how Jesus lived.

He also abandons the threatening language of the Baptist and begins to tell
simple parables.
 The world must know how good this God is, who always seeks and welcomes
his lost children because He only wants to save, not condemn.

Jesus leaves the austere life and devotes himself to performing “acts of
kindness” that the Baptist had never done. He heals the sick, defends the poor,
touches lepers, welcomes sinners and prostitutes to his table, and embraces
street children.
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

People need to feel God's goodness in their own flesh. Those who speak of a good God must perform also the
acts of kindness that Jesus did.
Always a second chance He gives and we must too.

“A bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,”
(Isaiah 42,5)
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Fr Anthony O’Connor SM
Parish Priest

021 981 420 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED, BUT 
FR TONY IS STILL HERE!

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE

By now you should have received your roster via email. If
you don’t opt into the emails, you will need to collect your
copy of the roster from the atrium. We thank you for your
service.

The parish office will be open from 9am
Tuesday, 20  January 2026.th

If you have any queries please email the
addresses below: 
Account queries/Bookings/Preference Forms:
frontdesk.stannes@gmail.com
Baptisms: baptism.stannes@gmail.com
Communications/events:
communications.stannes@gmail.com
Becoming Catholic or Welcome Home:
rcia.stannes@gmail.com

In Our Parish/
I roto i to tatou Pārihe

Birthday Blessings/
Manaakitanga Huritau

Ronald Castrillo, Anita Tofaeono,
Tanya James, Akeliano Ioakimo,

Mele Tupola, Esther Ah Sue,
Charles Alexander, Reva

Ikenasio, Lala Lilovale, Praneeth
Fernando, Barbara Edwards, Lui
Lui, Niah England, Eudora Simeti,

Aiga Leo, Sheila Tabaco, John
Misa, Teokotai Uepi-Mataiti,

PIPINOLD Mariyathas, Jacinta
Mareta Matulino, Bryan Ah Ching,

Timoara Tonganibeia, Maria
Sanele, Katriona Ikenasio,

Theresa McFarland-Faaaliga,
Silipa Kaihau, Isabella Iosefa,
John Brown, Noelani Chan,
Jayzelle Panahon, Joanna

Iosefa, Pauline Braden-Brown,
Belinda Randles, Devon Kendall,

Jasleen Singh, Ezrah Peseta,
Jackie Lauaki, Zachariah

Anitelea

Recently Deceased/Ngā Mate
Tumua Pala’aia, Uaia Siketi and 

Sr Makerita Leauai

January/Hānuere
20: Parish Office Opens
25: 11:30am Maori Miha
26: Auckland Anniversary Day
30: 6:30pm Friday Adoration

February/Pēpuere
4: 7pm Sacramental Program starts 
6: Waitangi Day and Sacremental
Programme Registrations Close
17: Anointing of the Sick Mass
18: 9am, 12pm and 7pm
Ash Wednesday
20: 11am Elmwood Mass
22: 11:30am Maori Miha
27: 10am Acacia Cove Mass

Phuong Lan, Su'a Pese, Elham
Kemp, Anne Wallbank, Anne

Stickney, Punipuao Su'a, Anarosa
Tofaeono, Gloria Williams, Lorraine

Va'a, Lourdes Collins, Pauline
Arthur, Helmut Rudolph, Mirjana

Dorotich, Kirita Ah Loe,  Valda
Nicklin, Sesilia Latu, Eseneiaso

Moefaauo, Darryl Kemp, Neil
McCarthy, Ginger Manavaofa,
Lafaele Baice, Audrey McKay, 

Te Amo Herewini, Mikaele
Pritchard

The Sick/Ngā Turoro

We recently applied to the Caring Foundation for a grant to help
families with a food bag in January, which after Christmas, can be a
hungry time for kids and old people. For this reason what with what we
have in our little food bank, we want to be ready for any eventuality. 

However, this time we want to ask people to be the go between or let
us know so we can reach out to families in need, as well as connect
them to agencies that will also be able to help. 

If you need assistance, don’t be embarrassed and let us know, and if
you are ok but know of people who are not ok, please help us to
connect. My phone number is 021 981 420 or email pastor.stannes
2024@gmail.com
~Fr Tony

CARING FOUNDATION GRANT

For any urgent enquiries, please mark your
email URGENT and send to
opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com 

NEW ROSTERS ARE READY AND AVAILABLE

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME STARTS IN 3 WEEKS
Registrations close on Waitangi Day, 6  Feb. At this time we will have
allocated all the registered children to the classes and have purchased
resources for the all the candidates. Any late applications will be
deferred to the second intake which starts in July 2026.
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THE MANUREWA MAGI
Matthews gospel is a very succinct declaration that Jesus is the King of Kings, Son of God, and the
Saviour of the world. The gifts the Magi bring are symbols of those revelations: Gold, Incense and
Myrrh. The Magi have no names, but would appear to be three in number. They are pagans from
foreign lands and they would appear to complete the Christmas story revealing that Jesus came to
save all peoples and that God excluded no one: not any ethnicity, and not any religion.

The story of the Epiphany in Matthew’s Gospel over two thousand years has been an open book.
Story telling has gone beyond the literal Gospel account to many versions and fairly tales. The story
of Artaban the so called fourth Magi figures in our Facebook, a very inspiring moral story.

As last year , we had in St Annes the participation of the “Manurewa Magi”. The most inspiring and a
little amusing were the three magi at the 5 .30 pm mass Saturday. The two little ones of the three
were the first Filipino Magi ever here in Manurewa and they did so well. It was their first time and
they were so brave to volunteer. Their lava lavas slipped off a couple of times and their crowns were
oddly displaced but they did so well. One fell off his chair but all was good. We are very grateful to
them for their confidence to participate. Then during the masses on Sunday the Magi mostly girls
(one boy)did so well. They were so graceful . So thank you Manurewa Magi.
The candies lasted until the very end,
thanks to the ladies who prepared a
second batch. Actually at the end there
was not one packet left and no one
missed out. An Epiphany miracle. We
were amazed at the number of kids who
came out of the woodwork at all the
masses to get their candies .



Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-004

Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name

Code: Rebuild

S A F E G U A R D I N G / T I K A N G A  H A U M A R U

CULTURAL GROUP REPRESENTATIVES
Fijian - Chermayne Raega, 021 167 9230
Filipino - Cesar Cozo 027 444 4695
Māori - Eddie Hita, 027 279 9556
Samoan - Tuala Sefo Tevaga, 0211062174
Tokelauan - Matt Ineleo, 022 326 6139,
ineleom@gmail.com
Tongan - 'Etuate Manu, 021 183 2334,
etuate.manu@hotmail.co.nz

St. Anne's Catholic Church Manurewa09 266 5826 @stannesparishmanurewa manurewacatholic.org.nz

SAMOAN MASS 12PM -
3RD SUNDAY OF ODD

MONTHS
RETURNING 2026

TONGAN MASS 12PM -
2ND SUNDAY OF ODD

MONTHS
RETURNING 2026

‘Every person has a value
and dignity from his/her
creation in the image and

likeness of God’.

ANOINTING OF THE
SICK - 

Midday Mass every 3rd
Tuesday RETURNING 2026

COMPLAINTS AND
CONCERNS:

(Strictly Confidential) For any feedback, complaints
and concerns. Your first point of contact for this
Parish is Tina Pakipaki:
opsmanager.stannes@gmail.com

BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY. WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY
TO ENSURE.

REBUILD
BANK
ACCOUNT

December - $43 396.57
PREVIOUS OFFERINGS

November - $36, 860.17

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
BANK ACCOUNT:

Name: ST ANNE'S MANUREWA
Acct #: 02-0108-0707622-000
Reference: Your Giving Number
Particulars: Your Last Name
Code: Offering

A L T A R  S E R V E R ,  C O M M E N T A T O R ,  L E C T O R  A N D  S P E C I A L  M I N I S T E R  R O S T E R

Y E A R  A  R E A D I N G S

FOR CHILDREN 0 - 7
For Catholic parents who want to

baptise their children. 
You must attend one
class before booking

the ceremony.
To register please

scan QR code or via
link

1ST RECONCILIATION, HOLY
COMMUNION AND

CONFIRMATION
FOR CHILDREN 8 - 17 YEARS

Intake One:
Starts 4  Feb,

registrations close
6  Feb 2026

th

th

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

AND COMING HOME
For expressions of interest please

scan the QR code or via link
Last session of 2025 on

Friday 12 December,
and returning to Friday

sessions from 9
January 2026.

INFANT/CHILD BAPTISM

The next round is Thursday 7  May
2026 

th

6 WEEK PROGRAMME

To register please
scan the QR code on

the right or via the
link

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Fr. Carl Telford SM
ctelfordsm@actrix.co.nz

Fr Kevin Murphy SM
kevin.murphy@logos.org.nz 

Fr Tony O'Connor SM 
Parish Priest 
pastor.stannes2024@gmail.com
021 981 420

Fr. Peter McDermott SM
pmcdermott43@gmail.com

PARISH CONTACTS

Private Houses - Coordinator Amy
Verissimo, 029 264 2102,
stannes.sick@gmail.com
Rest Homes - Coordinator Joseph Tucker,
021 037 0363, stannes.circ@gmail.com

COMMUNION TO THE SICK COMMITTEES, GROUPS &
MANAGEMENT

Altar Servers - Andrew Malele,
021 023 90935
altarserve.stannes@gmail.com 
Finance -  Lorna Gayatin, 09 266 5826
Health and Safety - Sally Roberts, 
027 406 1724, hns.stannes@gmail.com
Liturgy - Tala Tafu, 021 051 0243
Music - Rose Lamont, 027 584 5548,
rosemarielamo@gmail.com
Pastoral Committee - Matthew Norman,
pastoralcommittee.stannes@gmail.com
St Anne's Climate and Social Action Group
– Sr Margaret Martin, 09 2636464,
margaret@sistersofmercywiri.org.nz
St Vincent de Paul Shop - 4 Station Road,
Manurewa (09) 267 4581

SATURDAY
5:30pm Vigil Mass

SUNDAY
8am Mass

10am Mass 
5pm Mass

MONDAY

TUESDAY 
12:05pm Liturgy

12:05pm Mass
WED-THURS

7am Mass
12:05pm Mass

FRIDAY
9am Mass

SATURDAY
8am Mass

OCCASIONAL MASSES
MAORI MASS 11:30AM -
4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY

MONTH

MASS SCHEDULE

“To have courage for whatever comes
in life, everything lies in that.” 

-St Teresa of Avila

RECONCILIATION TIMES
Saturdays after 8am
Mass and 4pm-5pm

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 | Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 | John 1:29-34

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
18  Januaryth

R:  Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 | Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10
Acts 10:34-38 | Matthew 3:13-17

The Baptism of the Lord
11  Januaryth

R:  The Lord will bless his people with peace.
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